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fome partial Men here are more than fufpelted to fet on the Wi¬ 
dow. Pardon, Sir, this Interruption, and believe me. 

Tours , &c. 

firh, Nor, jo. i 


An Extract of a Letter 

Written by Dr. Durfton from Plymouth Novemb. 28. 1669. gi¬ 
ving on Account, why the late Big-breofled Woman woo 
not open'd after her Death. 

SIR , TT was defign’d to have examin’d the Vifcera of Elix. 
1 . Travers , but her Aunt, who was with her and 
took cate of her, fell into fuch apatfionupon the propofal of 
opening her, that flie feem’d to be for the time befides her 
felf j and I could not by any arc get her out of the Chamber, 
where the Corps was laid out, rill fhe faw her nail’d up in her 
Coffin. I never faw fuch fondnefs fhewn to a dead Body} and 
I was fufficiently troubled to be thus difappointed by a fond ex¬ 
travagant Woman: But yet 1 believe, if I had examin’d the 
Entrails, I fiiould have feen little or nothing extraordinary. For, 
to the laft.I could perceive no ill fmell from her Breath,or ftreight- 
nefs upon the Cheft, or painfulnefs in fwr Breathing5 and the 
Ege(ta per urinam, &c. were well enough. If any thing 
worth Obfervation do further occurr in thefe parts, I fhall upon 
every opportunity communicate it to you, who am, &c. 

An Appendix 

To the Difcourfe concerning the Salt-work , publifht in Numb.73. 
communicated by the fame Doctor Jackfon,/fl a Letter of 
Novemb. 20. 1669. 

QS. 1 • \f \ 7 Hither thofe Salt-fprings do yi’ld left water and 
V V mere of the Salt , in great Drought s y than in wet 
feafons ? Ans.Qm Springs do not fenfibly alter in their decreafc 
or mcrcafc in either dry or wet feafons -for,being plentiful Springs, 
we have alwayes the Pitt full: Only this is obferv'd by the Brt- 
nersy that they make more Salt with the fame quantity of Brine 

Kkkkk 2 * in 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). 

www.jstor.org 







07 «) 

in dry, than in wet feafons * and more Salt of the fame quantitj 
of Brine at the F ill of the Moon, than at any other time. 

2 . How long b fore the Spring, or in the Springs it may be , before 
the Fountains break out into their fullef fources ? An. ’ T*is not 
cbfeivable at all in our Sak-fprings, that the Brine rifeth more 
plentifully in the Sp ing-time, than ac any other fea r on < f the 
year: neither is there any fenfible difference in the quicknefs-of 
the fources as to the times of the day. 

3 . How much Water the Spring yields daily , or in an hour, ordi¬ 
narily. or in great Droughts ? An. Our Pitt is about J yards 
fquare or better, and of fo plentiful a fource, that! believe, it 
cannot be guefled 5 and the rather, becaufe ic feems not to run 
much, when ’tis permitted to come at its full guage, where a 
vent through the bank into the River is 5 but being drawn much,, 
fo as to fink it below its u r ual guage, it fo plentifully lets in, 
that ’twill ferve all the houfes in the Town to work, without 
falling much lower than a yard or two at moft •* fo that I believe, 
that, when ’tis full, its own weight ballances much the influx of 
theSprngs, which are much quicker inalowPitt, than a ull 
one. 

4. At what di(lance, the two riche(l Springs , of Nantwich and 
Droytwich are from the Sea ? An. That of Nantwch is from 
the Sea ab ut 30 Miles. Drojtwich, being in Worce(ter(hire, is not 
known to me. 

5 . How m ar the foo f of an Hill is tothofe Springs ; and what 
height the next Hill is of ? An. i lie neareft Hill (of thofe, that 
are worth calling Hills) to our Springs is about 7 Miles diftant 
from them: the H i! Keeper, but not much higher, than High- 
Gate Hill. 

6 . Wherein con ft (l the Diftintfions of thofe forts of Salt, which 
are called Catts of Salt , and Loaves of Salt ? An. As White Sale 
is that, deliver’'; in my former difcouifc, and G*ay Salt the {weep¬ 
ings of fuch Sa’t, a isconflant'y diei; and fcatter’d ab utr n the 
flbore without taking much of the Di.t, which occafions itsgray- 
nefs (which fells not at half the rate of the white Salt, and rs 
only bought up by the poorer fort ©f People, and fca ves them in 
faking Bacon, couife Cheep, &c.) £0 Ca ts of Salt are only 
made of.the woifTof oak, when yet wetcifb from the Punas - 

molded 
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molded and intcrmixt with interfpers’d Cummin-Seed and Afh s> 
and To baked into an hard lamp in the mouths of their Ovens. 
Theufeof thefe is only for P/^w-houfes: But Loaves of Salt 
are the fin ft of all for Trenche-ufe. No difference in the 
boyling of thefe from the common way of the fine Salt * but in 
the miking up fome care is ufed : for firft they cut their Bar- 
rows, they intend for Salt-loaves, with a ong flit from rop to bot¬ 
tom equally on both fides $ then they tye both fides together 
with cords * then fill this Bar ow with Salt boiled as ufually, 
but in the filling are careful to ramm down the Salt with the end 
of fome wooden bar, continuing this, till the Barrow be fill'd to 
their minds*, then placeit fpeedily in their Hot-houfe, and there 
ler it ftand all the time oft heir Willing : wherefore t^ey prepare 
for thefe Loaves at the beginning of their Work* that they may 
have all the benefit of their Hot-houfes *, and when thefe begin 
to flack, they take out the Loaves, and untye the cords, that 
faftned the Barr w, that both fides of the fame may eafily 
open without breaking the*Loaf. Then they take the Loaf, 
and bake it in an Oven where houfhold-bread hath been baked-, 
but new drawn forth. This they do twice or thrice, till they 
fee it baked firm enough ^ and this being plac’d in a Stove or 
in a Ghimny corner, and elofe cover’d with an Hofe of Cloth 
or Leather, like the Sugar-Loaf-papers, will keep very white, 
and when they have occafion to ufe any, theyfbave it off with a 
knife ( as you do Loaf-Sugar; to fill the Salt-feller. 

I muft not omit idling you, that all the ground, where Salt 
or Bi ne is fpilt, is,when dugg up, excellent Mnck.hr Grazing 
Ground j and even the Bricks, that are throughly tinged with 
it, are very g-odMuck, and will diffolvewith other Muck, and 
fertil ze Land confiderably efpecially Grazing ground) for at 
leaft fourlyears? but of this I (hall perhaps take ^occafion 
to fay more in my AnCwers to your Queries of Agricubr 
utre t 



